A Grand Opening for
New Senior Center

By PAULA MAXWELL

Warm weather served to en-
hance the festivities last Friday
as an estimated crowd of over
300 people attended ribbon cut-
ling. dedication and grand
opening of the new Duxbury
senior center on Maytlower
Sureet.

Dignitaries including Sen.

- Robert Hedlund, Emmett
Schmarsow from the executive

!
|

ment of the Alden School and
afew bounces in between o the
old town hall. But on Friday.
those in attendance agreed the
new 13,000 square foot mod-
ern center was worth waiting
for.

Following the event, Town

" Manager Rocco Longo said he
+ was overwhelmed by the turn-

olTice of elder affairs. Town
" and others in the community.”

Manager Rocco Longo. and

selectmen. joined with mem-

bers of the community and oth-

ers tocelebrate the culmination |
- other towns.” He said the cffort

- reflected the dedication of com-

ol ‘many years of planning,
fundraising and dedication to
reach completion of the new
center.

For the Council ¢~ Aging it

was along jump from the base- -

out for a “first class facility
which will offer aw :some
events and programs for seniors

In welcoming remarks Fri- |

day he noted, “This senior cen-

ter will serve as a model for ‘

mitted professionals and vol-
unteers which “can only be

continued on page 21
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continued from page one

matched; it cannot be sur-
passed.”

In thanking the many who
contributed he also observed
the contributions of the late

Jack Canty “a volunteer and
- Forall you ageless people who

consummate professional.”

|
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person now retires at age 61.4
years and lives at least 20 years
after. Quality of life for senior

- population is becoming more
- and more in focus. He quoted

Neil Murphy the building con- :

tractor, Architect john Catlin,
Bob Clarke, Dennis Nolan and

project engineer.

As the “great room™ swelled
to overflow capacity, Longo
observed the sense of commu-
nity reflected in the center and
noted that the room would
serve the town well and be
gathering spol for many won-
derful events to come.

Selectman Margaret
Kearney said, “This is a won-
derful day for our town.”

She reviewed the road to
completion and the town mect-
ing votes to fund site analysis,
design and finally the $2 mil-
lion for construction to finally
lad.ich the project. In return she
said the town, as a whole will
benefit from the ccater and its
programs.

She noted that the commit-
ment to stay within budget was
realized and that, thanks to the
Friends of the Council on Ag-

Eleanor Roosevelt in saying
“*We become old when we
cease to make a2 contribution.”

made a contribution here- thank
you and congratulations.”
Among those recognized

Bill Campbell. volunteer | [Fom the p‘j‘].“”" was project
- manager Bil! Campbell who

was presented with an inscrit.ed

" plaque by Sclectman Kearney

who noted that his volunteer
cfforts as project manager and

. clerk of the works saved the

- town $60.000.

Th-~ plaque reads: “The
Duxbury community acknowl-
edges with graditude the vision,
talent and dedication of R. Wil-
liam Campbell in guiding :he
Duxbury Scnior Center through
the planning. design and con-
struction.”

Campbell spoke of the long
labor and rese.rch which led
to the new facility @ more the .
10 year effort which could not
have been «ccomplished with -
out the dedication of many in

* the community. “The town has

been given a fucility that for

i decades will serve the needs of

ing committee, fundraising -

covered the furnishings.

Keynote speaker Emmett
Schmarsow of the staie’s elder
services office noted that his
office works with 348 Council
on Aging groups in the
Commonwealth."Age is a gift,
What elders value most is their
independence but you can’t be
independent by yourself ... This
is more than a senior center. it
is an opportunity center where
¢ there will be things you want
o do and do with triends.”

He said that society is
changing and that the average

Duxbury re-idents. Let's roll.”

Ths two story i2.650 square
foot building includes many
features including a multi pur-
pose or great room with mov-
able partitions. 2 titness room.
full service nitchen which will
serve daily lunches and meals
on wheels. craft rooms. coun-
seling areas, outdoor recreation
space a terrace, computer room,
reading lounge and assorted
classroom space.

Friends of the Council on
Aging President Jack Hamilton
and Treasurer Tom Chapman
were recognized with plaques
during the ceremonies for
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| fundraising to cover the costs
of the interior furnishings.
Besides the numerous

golf tournaments and an art
auction the Friends were able
1o secure gitt donations in the
community for dedication of
specific rooms and features at
the center in addition the inte-
rior design services were do-

nated by the Horton family of

Horton & Horton Interiors
Hamilton said the efforts
cover everything from card
| tables to compuler stations,
i chandeliers and table lamps.
. china, silver and glassware.

© from acluttered office in the old

town hall to a spacious office

" in the new facility.

fundraising activities including

“This is wonderful day and
this beautiful functioning build-

ing represents the efforts of

many hardworking volunteers.
Itwill enable us to improve the
quaiity of lile for many people
in this community.”

Andrews said there will be

. signinicant additional outreach
cactivities lor the estimated

2.600 seniors living in the com-
munity.
There will be expanded

" medical and health services in-

. There is also a baby grand pi- .

| ano donated by a local citizen.

Perhaps no one was as ox-
; cited as Council on Aging Di-
| rector Kristin Andrews who,
. along with assi<tant director
i Donna Pizuca, will relocate

cluding foot care once or twice
a month. blood pressure pro-
gram, insurance and legal assis-
tance. tax preparation services,
fuel assistance.

Andrews said she looks for-
ward to organized team sports
activities. expanded trip oppor-

tunities, more craft opportum-
ties including caning. quilting,
book clubs language classes.,
eight computer stations and
computer instruction.

Council on Aging President
Henry Milliken served as mas-
ter of cerentonies for the occa-
ston and noted that the center
will provide more stimulation

' for seniors.

“It's not going to happen the

- first day but we know there will
~ be alot of people who were not

using the senior center who will

- do su now,

*“1 think it’s going to be
much nicer for a senior living
in Duxbury. [t’s going to be a

" fun place. a happening place

~early 200..

with all sorts of ivteresting
things going on.”

The scnior center is ex-
pected to be fully occupted in
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A COMMUNITY

CELEBRATION- Over 300 pe

iR ]

ople turned out for dedication and grand opening festivities a*-

Ll T 4,

the new Duxbury Senior Center Nov. 30. Shown: flag raising ceremonies were followed by the Pledge 0"
Allegiance and singing of the national anthem.
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